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Locational/place knowledge: 

EYFS 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 

Children at the expected level of 
development will: - Describe their 

immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps; - Know some 
similarities and differences between 

different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read 
in class; - Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on 

knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts 
and – when appropriate – maps. 

KS1 
name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country 

KS2 
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major 

cities  
 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; 

and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 

day and night) 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Nursery/Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
NURSERY: 
Become familiar with the local 
environment 
• Explore school grounds – wildlife and 
spinney 
• Know about extended family 
• EAL – knowing about family members in 
other places 
• Explore traditions and Christmas 
• Know about farms and animals 
• Exploring world through texts such 
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ 
 
RECEPTION: 
Looking at where we live and talking about 
features we see on the way to school, 
(Shops, roads, parks, etc…) 
• Exploring the school grounds to look at 
features of the environment. 
• Discussing where extended family 
members live on a map, including our EAL 
families place of birth. 
• Exploring Christmas traditions from 
around the world. 
• Features of cities, man-made vs natural  
• Learning London is the capital city 
• Learning about Amelia Earhart – Oceans 
she flew across. Locating land and sea on 
maps, 
• Black History  
• Naming features of the world around us 
(farms, beach, woodland etc) 

SPRING: 
Continents, oceans, UK 
countries, capital cities, 
surrounding seas.  
Vocab: 

 Asia, Africa, Antarctica,  
Australia, Europe, North 
America,  South America,  

 Atlantic, Arctic, Indian, 
Pacific, Southern 

 England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales 

 London, Belfast,  
Edinburgh, Cardiff 

 Atlantic Ocean, North 
Sea, English Channel, 
Irish Sea 

What are the 7 continents of the world? 
What are the 5 oceans of the world? 
What are the 7 continents and 5 oceans of 
the world? 
What are the four countries of the United 
Kingdom?  What are the capital cities of 
the four countries of the United Kingdom?  
What seas surround the United Kingdom? 

SUMMER: 
Study a small area of a 
contrasting Non-
European country 
Vocab:  

 Rainforest Yanomami 

 Location    
Where are the rainforests?  
What are they like? How do the Yanomami 
people live?  
What is different about my location and 
the Yanomami? 

 SUMMER: 
Major environmental regions of 
Europe, Russia, North and 
south America  
Vocab:  

 Equatorial 

 Arid 

 Mediterranean  

 Temperate  

 Polar 

 Snow  
What are environmental regions?  
Europe: what are the major environmental regions?  
Russia: what are the major environmental regions?  
North America: what are the major environmental 
regions?  
South America: what are the major environmental 
regions?  
Structured assessment task: Apply and show what you 
know. 
 

SPRING: 
Latitude and Longitude study 
Vocab:  

 Latitude 

 Longitude 

 Day and night 

 Rotates 

 Anti-clockwise  

 Rotation  

 Orbits  

 Arctic Circle  

 Tropic of Cancer Equator  

 Tropic of Capricorn Antarctic Circle 
What are lines of latitude?  
What are lines of longitude?  
How do lines of latitude and longitude tell us what the 
location is like?  
How can you find exact locations around the world?  
What are time zones and how do they affect us?  
How does day and night occur?  
Optional if required – locate Greece and Egypt using 
geographical skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER: 
Locate world countries, 
biomes and vegetation belts  
Vocab: 

 Tundra 

 Taiga 

 Steppe 

 Desert 

 Mixed deciduous 

 Tropical  

 Savanna 

 Tropical 

 Montane  

 Desert 

 Mediterranean  
Where would you find some of the major countries of 
the world?  
Remember continents, lines of latitude, longitude, 
and the Equator  
Where would you find some of the major cities of the 
world?  
Remember continents, lines of latitude, longitude, 
and the Equator What is a biome? (environmental 
region)  
How do biomes change across the world? 
What are the human characteristics that define 
Europe, North and South America?  
What are physical characteristics that define Europe, 
North and South America? 

AUTUMN:  
Comparison of a region UK, 
Europe, and North America 
Vocab:  

 Region 

 Terrain 

 Locality 

 Latitude and climate  

 Seasons  
Where is the Lake District and what is it like? How was 
the Lake District formed? Poland: where can you find the 
Tatra mountains?  
What are the Tatra mountains like?  
The Caribbean and Jamaica: what do we know?  
What’s the terrain like?  
What is similar and what is different between the Lake 
District, Tatra mountains and the Caribbean? 
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Human and Physical  

EYFS 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 

Children at the expected level of 
development will: - Describe their 

immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps; - Know some 
similarities and differences between 

different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read 
in class; - Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on 

knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts 
and – when appropriate – maps. 

KS1 
identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  
 use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour 
and shop 

LK2 
describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Nursery/Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
NURSERY: 
Become familiar with the local 
environment 
• Explore school grounds – wildlife and 
spinney 
• Know about extended family 
• EAL – knowing about family members in 
other places 
• Explore traditions and Christmas 
• Know about farms and animals 
• Exploring world through texts such 
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ 
 
RECEPTION: 
Looking at where we live and talking about 
features we see on the way to school, 
(Shops, roads, parks, etc…) 
• Exploring the school grounds to look at 
features of the environment. 
• Discussing where extended family 
members live on a map, including our EAL 
families place of birth. 
• Exploring Christmas traditions from 
around the world. 
• Features of cities, man-made vs natural  
• Learning London is the capital city 
• Learning about Amelia Earhart – Oceans 
she flew across. Locating land and sea on 
maps, 
• Black History  
• Naming features of the world around us 
(farms, beach, woodland etc) 

SUMMER: 
Hot and cold locations 
Vocab: 

 Polar,  

 Artic,  

 North Pole, 

 Antarctic,  

 South Pole,  

 cold,  

 warm,  

 hot, wet (tropical) 
equator,  

 hot and dry 
 
Remember – name and find the 7 
continents and 5 oceans of the world. 
Where is the equator? 
Where is hot and where is cold on the 
Earth? 
Where are the North and South Poles? 
What are they like? 
Where can I find hot countries? What are 
they like? 
Summary – where are hot and cold areas of 
the world? 

ATUMN: 
Human and physical 
features  
Vocab:  

 Human and physical 
features  
 

What are human features?  
What are physical features?  
What features does our local area have? 
 

SPRING: 
Compare human and 
physical geography of 
London and Nairobi  
Vocab:  

 continent,  

 capital city,  

 location,  

 climate  
Where is London and what is it like?  
Where is the country of Kenya?  
What are the physical and human features 
of Kenya? Describe the physical and human 
features 
Where is Nairobi and what is it like? How 
are London and Nairobi similar or 
different? (Physical and human geography) 
Structured Assessment Task What do we 
know and remember about London and 
Nairobi? 
 
 

SPRING: 
UK study- regions, 
countries, cities and 
countries of UK  
Vocab:  

 Country 

 Region 

 Capital city 

 City 

 Settlement 

 Topography  

 Human  

 Physical  
Remember countries and capital cities. What are 
the regions of England? 
What are the cities and counties of the UK? What 
are the physical and human landmarks of England 
and Scotland?  
What are the physical and human landmarks of 
Wales and Northern Ireland? What are the 
topological patterns of the UK? What can I see 
here?  
Summarise, present and explain regions, 
counties, cities and landmarks of the UK. 

 

AUTUMN: 
Rivers  
Vocab:  

 Source,  

 headwater,  

 spring,  

 channel, 

 erode,  

 meander,  

 deposition,  

 flatter,  

 river mouth,  

 sediment,  

 floodplains,  

 riverbed,  

 tributary,  

 River Thames,  

 River Taff,  

 Water of Leith,  

 River Lagan  
What are the features of a river? What’s our local river?  
What features can we see?  
Where did it come from and where does it flow? 

 
SPRING: 
Water cycle  
Vocab: 

 Cycle 

 Precipitation  

 Condensation  

 Percolation  

 Runoff 

 Evaporation  

 Transpiration 

 Evapotranspiration  
What is the water cycle?  
How does the water cycle work? What affects the water 
cycle? 

SUMMER: 
Locate world countries, 
biomes and vegetation belts  
Vocab: 

 Tundra 

 Taiga 

 Steppe 

 Desert 

 Mixed deciduous 

 Tropical  

 Savanna 

 Tropical 

 Montane  

 Desert 

 Mediterranean  
Where would you find some of the major countries of 
the world?  
Remember continents, lines of latitude, longitude, 
and the Equator  
Where would you find some of the major cities of the 
world?  
Remember continents, lines of latitude, longitude, 
and the Equator What is a biome? (environmental 
region)  
How do biomes change across the world? 
What are the human characteristics that define 
Europe, North and South America?  
What are physical characteristics that define Europe, 
North and South America? 

SPRING: 
Physical processes  
Vocab: 

 Structure of earth  

 Tectonic plates  

 Mountains 

 Earthquakes 

 Volcanoes  
What makes up the layers of planet Earth? What are 
tectonic plates and where do you find them?  
How do tectonic plates move and what happens?  
What causes an earthquake and what’s the effect?  
How are mountains formed?  
How do volcanoes work? 
 

SUMMER: 
Settlement, land use and 
economic activity 
Vocab: 

 City 

 Population 

 Migration  

 Pattern 

 Settlement  

 Satellite  

 Refugees  

 Trade route  

 Natural resources  
What are settlements and where are they found?  
Do settlements have a pattern?  
Do people, their movement and economic activity have 
patterns? 
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Geographical skills and fieldwork:  

EYFS 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 

Children at the expected level of 
development will: - Describe their 

immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps; - Know some 
similarities and differences between 

different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 

their experiences and what has been read 
in class; - Explain some similarities and 

differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on 

knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts 
and – when appropriate – maps. 

KS1 
use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map Geography 
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

LK2 
use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Nursery/Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
NURSERY: 
Become familiar with the local 
environment 
• Explore school grounds – wildlife and 
spinney 
• Know about extended family 
• EAL – knowing about family members in 
other places 
• Explore traditions and Christmas 
• Know about farms and animals 
• Exploring world through texts such 
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ 
 
RECEPTION: 
Looking at where we live and talking about 
features we see on the way to school, 
(Shops, roads, parks, etc…) 
• Exploring the school grounds to look at 
features of the environment. 
• Discussing where extended family 
members live on a map, including our EAL 
families place of birth. 
• Exploring Christmas traditions from 
around the world. 
• Features of cities, man-made vs natural  
• Learning London is the capital city 
• Learning about Amelia Earhart – Oceans 
she flew across. Locating land and sea on 
maps, 
• Black History  
• Naming features of the world around us 
(farms, beach, woodland etc) 

AUTUMN: 
Mapping and field work  
Vocab: 

 Place, space, fieldwork 
 

What is a map?  How do I make an 
imaginary map? (We’re going on a bear 
hunt) 
How do you show what a place is like? (The 
Storm Whale)  
How do I make a real map? 

 

SUMMER: 
Mapping and field work  
Vocab:  

 Compass points  

 Scale 

 Key 

 Buildings 

 Transport   

 Physical 

 Leisure  
How do we describe places?  
What physical features does this place 
have?  
What human features does this place 
have?  
Mapping and drawing Map keys: how can 
we show what a place is like? Mapping and 
drawing Sketch map: how can we show 
what a place is like?  
Summary: fieldwork and mapping How 
does the scale of map tell us what the area 
around our school is like? 
 

SUMMER: 
Mapping and field work  
Vocab:  

 Kenya 

 London 

 City  

 Continent  

 Human  

 Physical  
Where is London and what is it like?  
Where is the country of Kenya?  
What are the physical and human features 
of Kenya? Describe the physical and human 
features 
Where is Nairobi and what is it like? How 
are London and Nairobi similar or 
different? (Physical and human geography) 
Structured Assessment Task What do we 
know and remember about London and 
Nairobi? 

AUTUMN: 
Maps and fieldwork 
Vocab: 

 Cardinal  

 Magnetic needle 

 Direction 

 North 

 South 

 East 

 West 

 North east 

 North west 

 South west 

 South east  

 Sunrise 

 Sunset 
What are the 8 points on the compass? 
Where are the physical and human features located in 
this place? 
What physical features can you identify in the U.K? 

 

SUMMER: 
OS mapping and field work 
Vocab: 

 Ordinance  

 Survey  
What is an Ordnance Survey (OS) map? How does scale 
change the way we describe a place?  
What’s the area like just beyond the school?  
School focused questions What’s the area like beyond 
our region? 

 

 

 AUTUMN: 
4-6 figure gride 
references 
Vocab:  

 Latitude  

 Longitude  

 National grid  

 Eastings 

 Northings  
Why do we need latitude and longitude? What 
are 4 and 6 figure grid references and how do 
we use them?  
How can I precisely describe locations, 
landmarks and places as a geographer? 
 
 

SUMMER: 
OS map skills and 
fieldwork  
Vocab: 

 Eastings 

 Northings  

 Ordinance survey  

 Contour lines  
Remember: what are OS maps and how do we 
use them?  
What are four and six figure grid references?  
What are contour lines?  
What does the land look in my local area? 
What is the land like in a contrasting locality? 

 
 

SUMMER: 
Orienteering map skills and 
navigation  
Vocab:  

 Orienteering  

 Skill 

 Legend symbol  

 Course  

 Start point 

 Checkpoints  

 Controls  
Remember: what are 4 and 6 figure grid references? How do 
we use them?  
What is orienteering?  
How do I orientate a map?  
How do I navigate a simple indoor course using controls?  
How do I navigate a simple outdoor course using controls?  
Matala: how do I navigate multiple outdoor courses using 
controls? How do I plan and set up an orienteering course? 

 


